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Police, city 
to resume 


talks ona 
contract 


Pact expired in June 2016; 
negotiations to restart Fri. 


By IAN DUNCAN 
The Baltimore Sun 


Baltimore has hired new lawyers from 
Philadelphia in a bid to restart contract 
talks with the city’s police union after its 
members overwhelmingly rejected a 
previous proposal in the fall. 

The new round of negotiations is 
scheduled to begin Friday, city solicitor 
Andre Davis said. 

More than 95 percent of the police 
union’s members voted in October to 
reject a proposed deal. The vote followed 
protracted discussions with the city after 
the previous contract expired in June 
2016. 

While many of the existing provisions 
in the old contract remain in effect, 
officers have not received cost-of-living 
raises since it expired. 

Union president Lt. Gene Ryan said 
that without a new contract in place, 
officers’ morale is down. 

“Tt gives them a feeling of security once 
we agree upon a contract and also agree 
on some sort of compensation,” he said. 

In the meantime, crime in the city has 
continued at unprecedented levels. Balti- 
more saw its deadliest-ever year per 
capita in 2017, with 343 homicides and 
high rates of other kinds of violence. 

Davis said he hopes the new lawyers, a 
pair of attorneys from the firm of Ballard 
Spahr, will breathe life into the negotia- 
tions with the Fraternal Order of Police. 

“There wasn’t very much progress 
being made,” he said. “Sometimes fresh 
eyes, fresh ideas, a fresh approach can 
move things.” 

Ryan said he was optimistic that a deal 
can be reached. 

“Pm always optimistic that we can 
figure something out when you sit at a 
table and both sides negotiate reason- 
ably,” he said. 

For those not at the negotiating table, 
another shot at securing a police contract 
means a better chance at tackling the 
city’s historically high crime. 

The Rev. Andrew Foster Connors, a 
leader with the community group Balti- 
moreans United in Leadership Devel- 
opment, or BUILD, said the city and the 
union urgently need to reach a deal. 

“With everything that the city is facing 
in terms of violent crime, it’s essential 
See CONTRACT, page 13 
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REACTION IN IRAN: The country’s 
supreme leader, above, blamed large-scale 
protests on “enemies of Iran,” saying they 
were meddling in its internal affairs. NEWS 
PG6 


MARYLAND 


HARFORD SHOOTING: Radee Labeeb 
Prince, suspected in the shooting deaths of 
three people and the wounding of two others 
at an Edgewood granite business in October, 
was indicted by a Harford County grand jury. 
The charges include three counts of first- 
degree murder and two counts of attempted 
first-degree murder. NEWS PG 2 


SPORTS 


GOING INDEPENDENT: After going win- 
less in the Maryland Interscholastic Athletic 
Association A Conference the past two years, 
the Loyola Blakefield football program will 
leave the MIAA next fall to play an 
independent schedule. The school will con- 
tinue to play in the Turkey Bowl against 
Calvert Hall. SPORTS PG1 
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Cars navigate an icy section of E. Lombard St. near S. Wolfe St., near the site of one of Tuesday’s three dozen water main breaks. 


City orders drive 
to fix main breaks 


A pedestrian navigates the ice left by a water main break near E. Lombard and S. Wolfe 
streets during Tuesday’s sub-freezing temperatures. 


City urges homeless 
to get into shelters 


Outreach workers ‘beg and cajole’ as bitter cold continues 


By YVONNE WENGER 
The Baltimore Sun 


Bone-chilling cold weather has 
prompted the city to intensify efforts to get 
all homeless people indoors overnight and 
into shelter beds, the Pugh administration 
said Tuesday. 

Terry Hickey, director of the Mayor’s 
Office of Human Services, said the agency is 
sending crews out to encourage the esti- 
mated 600 people sleeping on Baltimore 
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streets on any given night to use one of the 
more than 1,000 shelter beds available. 
Outreach workers are visiting known en- 
campments after dark to “beg and cajole” 
anyone they find to come indoors, Hickey 
said. They will be offered direct transporta- 
tion on the spot to a shelter. 

But city officials cannot force anyone to 
come indoors who is not experiencing a 
medical emergency. 

“With the temperatures as low as they 
See COLD, page 9 
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Crews told to work 12-hour 
shifts, contractors called in 
as region’s streets flood 


By COLIN CAMPBELL 
The Baltimore Sun 


Baltimore is ordering all public works 
crews to work 12-hour shifts and calling in 
contractors to repair three dozen water 
main breaks that flooded streets across the 
region amid sub-freezing temperatures. 

Flooding disrupted at least three major 
Baltimore thoroughfares Tuesday — includ- 
ing one where a nearby resident said she 
reported a water main leak to the city last 
summer. Other breaks resulted in water 
outages affecting dozens of homes in 
Baltimore city and county neighborhoods. 
Some schools across the state closed for 
water issues or just for the bitter cold. 

“Tm asking for residents’ patience,” said 
Baltimore Public Works Director Rudy 
Chow. “Our crews are working around the 
clock, seven days a week. ... We are working 
through these breaks as quickly as we can.” 

Water flooded — then froze — the 
intersections of Greenmount and North 
avenues in East Baltimore, 25th and St. Paul 
streets in Charles Village, and East Lom- 
bard and South Washington streets in 
Upper Fells Point. 

An Upper Fells Point woman said she 
reported to the city that water was leaking 
from a crack on East Lombard Street in 
August — four months before temperatures 
dropped, coating the busy road in ice and 
slush that snarled Tuesday morning rush 
hour traffic and required heavy snow- 
removal equipment to clear. 

Lindsay Jones, 33, a medical physicist, 
said she reported the leak via the 311 mobile 
app five times in recent months, to no avail. 
See WATER MAINS, page 9 
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Foes ready to fight Franchot’s beer proposals 


Deregulation plan draws 
coalition of opponents 


By MICHAEL DRESSER 
The Baltimore Sun 


Thinking he could be part of the solution, 
beer distributor Eric L. Best served on 
Comptroller Peter Franchot’s “Reform on 
Tap” task force that recently recommended 
sweeping changes to Maryland’s laws 
regulating breweries. 

Now Best, vice president of the Maryland 
Beer Wholesalers Association, is part of a 
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diverse coalition of 
wholesalers, retailers and 
public health advocates 
mobilizing to fight those 
recommendations in the 
General Assembly. 

The developing oppo- 
sition threatens to derail 
Franchot’s goal of freeing 
the state’s craft brewing 
industry from many re- 
strictions on sales when lawmakers gather 
for the 90-day session that begins Jan. 10. 

Best, general manager of Bob Hall LLC in 
Upper Marlboro, called Franchot’s task 
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force “dysfunctional” and said that the 
comptroller’s office was “steering toward a 
predetermined goal” to favor one segment 
of the beer industry over others. 

The task force recommended undoing a 
wide range of regulations affecting brewers, 
including all limits on production, taproom 
sales and over-the-counter sales, according 
to the comptroller’s office’s website. 
Smaller brewers would be allowed to sell an 
unlimited amount of their products without 
distributors. 

“T think the task force was a platform to 
say they included all industry stakeholders,” 


See BEER, page 7 
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